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Welcome to God’s House

It is good for us to remember regularly the waters of our own Baptism, in which 
we are united to Jesus in his death and in his resurrection. In fact, each day, by 
remembering our Baptism, we are reminded that our sin is drowned dead and 
we are given strength to live a new life. 

God bless your worship today as we remember the blessings of baptism.

ORDER OF SERVICE

Opening Hymn                  The Star Proclaims the King Is Here   CW21 - #374:1-3

The star proclaims the King is here;
but, Herod, why this senseless fear?
For he who came from heaven's throne
does not desire an earthly crown.

The eastern Magi saw from far
and followed on his guiding star,
and, led by light, to Light they pressed
and by their gifts their God confessed.

Within the Jordan River stood
the pure and holy Lamb of God;
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the father's voice, the Spirit-dove,
confirmed the Savior from above.

Invocation

M: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen. 

Confession of Sins

M: If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in
 us.

C: If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.

M: Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
C: Holy God, gracious Father, I am sinful by nature

and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.

I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins

with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Brief silence for meditation and reflection

M: Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only 
Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of 
the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his 
authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. 



C: Amen. 

Song of Praise   The Star Proclaims the King Is Here   CW21 - #374:5

C: ♫   All glory unto Jesus be and praise for his epiphany,
Whom with the Father we adore and Holy Spirit evermore. 

Prayer of the Day

M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

M: Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan you 
proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. 
Keep us who are baptized into Christ faithful in our calling as your children 
and make us heirs with him of everlasting life; through your Son, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C: Amen. 

First Lesson               1 Samuel 16:1-13

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have 
rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am 
sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king.”
2 But Samuel said, “How can I go? Saul will hear about it and kill me.”
The Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the 
Lord.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to 
anoint for me the one I indicate.”
4 Samuel did what the Lord said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of 
the town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?”



5 Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Consecrate 
yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and 
his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
6 When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed 
stands here before the Lord.”
7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I
have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks 
at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”
8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel 
said, “The Lord has not chosen this one either.” 9 Jesse then had Shammah pass 
by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the Lord chosen this one.” 10 Jesse had seven of his
sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The Lord has not chosen 
these.” 11 So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?”
“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered, “but he is tending the sheep.”
Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.”
12 So he sent and had him brought in. He was ruddy, with a fine appearance and 
handsome features.
Then the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; he is the one.”
13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his 
brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came upon David in power. 
Samuel then went to Ramah.

M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.



Psalm 2                       CW, page 65

Why do the nations conspire* 
and the peoples plot in vain?

The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers 
gather together against the LORD*
and against his Anointed One.  Refrain

The One enthroned in heaven laughs;*
the Lord scoffs at them.

Then he rebukes them in his anger and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,*



“I have installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.”

I will proclaim the decree of the LORD:*
He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have become your Father.”

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,
as it was in the beginning,*
is now, and will be forever. Amen.  Refrain

Second Lesson                           Titus 3:4-7

4 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared,5 he saved us, not 
because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us 
through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit,6 whom he poured
out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior,7 so that, having been 
justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.

M: The Word of the Lord. 
C: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation                    Mark 1:11b

C: Alleluia. You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased. 
Alleluia.

Gospel                             Luke 3:15-17, 21, 22

15 The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if 
John might possibly be the Christ.16 John answered them all, “I baptize you with 
water. But one more powerful than I will come, the thongs of whose sandals I 



am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 17 

His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the 
wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.” …
21 When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he 
was praying, heaven was opened 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in 
bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom 
I love; with you I am well pleased.”

M: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of 
all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of 
the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 
us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy 
Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third 
day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 
glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 
Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come. Amen. 



Hymn         To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord   CW #89

To Jordan’s river came our Lord, the Christ, whom heav’nly hosts adored,
The God from God, the Light from Light, the Lord of glory, pow’r, and might.

The Savior came to be baptized—the Son of God in flesh disguised—
To stand beneath the Father’s will and all his promises fulfill.

As Jesus in the Jordan stood and John baptized the Lamb of God,
The Holy Spirit, heav’nly dove, descended on him from above.

Then from God’s throne with thund’rous sound came God’s own voice with 
words profound:
“This is my Son,” was his decree, “The one I love, who pleases me.”

The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight anointed Christ in glorious sight
As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall to save the world and free us all.

Now rise, faint hearts: be resolute! This man is Christ, our substitute!
He was baptized in Jordan’s stream, proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme.

Sermon                           Titus 3:4-7

After the sermon, the congregation sings: 
 
C: ♫   Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from
me. Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with your 
free Spirit. Amen.



Offering Hymn      We Give Thee but Thine Own   CW #485:1-2

C: ♫   We give thee but thine own whate’er the gift may be
All that we have is thine alone, a trust, O Lord, from thee.

May we thy bounties thus, as stewards true receive,
And gladly as thou blessest us, to thee our first-fruits give.

Prayer of the Church 

M: Loving God, we thank you for all the blessings you have showered on us. 
You sent your Son, our Lord Jesus, to live and die in our place that you 
could find cause to declare us forgiven and free from sin forever. In the 
company of the Church you joined us to Jesus in Holy Baptism, and by 
Word and meal your Spirit strengthens our faith and keeps us safe for 
eternal life.  

C: Keep our faith in Christ strong, O Lord. Lead us to love your Word and 
sacraments.  

M: In his great love for us, your Son commissioned us and all his followers to 
go and make disciples of all nations, to baptize and teach everything that 
he commanded. What an honor we have! What a privilege!  

C: Thank you for calling us to share the gospel of Jesus with people nearby 
and far away.

M: We confess, O Lord, that we have not always taken your Son’s command 
seriously and personally. We have allowed other duties and pleasures to 
take priority over making disciples. We have brushed off the Savior’s 
commission and relied on others to do our work. Forgive all our sins, Lord, 
and especially the sin of failing to hear and heed your Son’s command.

C: Give us strength to stand firm against temptation and power to live as 
your disciples.



M: We are grateful that you have raised up men and women who are willing 
to help us carry out the Savior’s commission. We thank you for those in our
congregation who proclaim the gospel on our behalf. We praise you for 
filling young men and women with the courage and enthusiasm to spend 
years in training and then go around the globe as pastors and teachers in 
our place.

C: Grant success to our work, O Lord, and lead many to believe in the 
Savior’s forgiveness.

M: Keep in your care, O Lord, all  those who are sick and suffering distress.
Comfort  those who feel  unloved,  forgive those bowed down with guilt,
open  the  eyes  of  those  nearing  death  to  see  the  gates  of  heaven.
According  to  your  will,  prosper  our  economy that  we may continue to
bring our best offerings for the ministry of the gospel.

special prayers and intercessions may be offered

M: Keep in your care our synod and all with whom we share a common 
allegiance to your Word. Keep your Word pure among us, give us purpose 
as we proclaim the gospel across the world, and free us from whatever 
burdens weigh us down or limit our work. Enable us with the power of 
your Spirit, unite us in love, and lead us to long for that day when we will 
share with all the saints and angels the glory that shines in the throne 
room of the Lamb.  

C: Lord remember us and hear us as we pray…

The Lord’s Prayer

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 



trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen.

The Sacrament

M: The Lord be with you.
C: ♫   And also with you. 

M: Lift up your hearts.
C: ♫   We lift them up unto the Lord.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.
C: ♫   It is good and right so to do.

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give 
you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lived among us as a human being and revealed 
his glory as your only Son, full of grace and truth.

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your 
holy name and join their glorious song:

C: ♫   Holy, holy, holy Lord God of heavenly hosts: heav’n and earth are full 
of your glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he, 
blessed is he, blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, 
hosanna, hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take 



and eat. This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of
me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 
from it all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured 
out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: ♫   Amen. 

C: ♫   O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us.
O Christ, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us your peace. Amen.

Distribution Hymn Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord   CW #309

Draw near and take the body of the Lord,
And drink the holy blood for you outpoured.
Offered was he for greatest and for least,
Himself the victim and himself the priest.

He that his saints in this world rules and shields
To all believers life eternal yields,
With heav’nly bread makes them that hunger whole,
Gives living waters to the thirsty soul.

Come forward, then, with faithful hearts sincere,
And take the pledges of salvation here.



Before your altar, Lord, your servants bow;
In this your feast of love be with us now.

    O Jesus So Sweet, O Jesus So Mild   CW #366

O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild!
For sinners you became a child.
You came from heaven to fulfill
Your Father’s just and holy will.
O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild!

O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild!
With God we now are reconciled.
You have for all the ransom paid,
Your Father’s righteous anger stayed.
O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild!

O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild!
Joy fills the world which sin defiled.
Whate’er we have belongs to you;
Oh, keep us faithful, strong, and true.
O Jesus so sweet, O Jesus so mild!

Song of Simeon

C: ♫   Lord, now you let your servant depart in peace according to your 
word. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared 
before the face of all people, a light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory 
of your people Israel. 

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
C: ♫   And his mercy endures forever.



M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy 
supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and 
increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.

C: ♫   Amen. 

The Blessing

M: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face shine on you and 
be gracious to you. The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.

C: ♫   Amen. Amen. Amen. 

Closing Hymn          Go, My Children, With My Blessing   CW #332:1

Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone.
Waking, sleeping, I am with you; you are my own.
In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever.
Go, my children, with my blessing—you are my own.

This Week at Zion

Today: 7:30 / 9:45 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion



8:30 / 8:45 a.m. Sunday School / Adult bible study

Mon: 6:00 p.m. Sunday School Teacher meeting

Tue: 1:00 p.m. OWLS meeting at St. Peter’s Lutheran – Fond du Lac
7:00 p.m. Council Budget planning meeting

Wed: 6-7:30 p.m. Catechism instructions

Thu: 7:00 p.m. Worship 

Sat: 6:30 p.m. KML Percussion Ensemble Concert

Sun: 7:30 / 9:45 a.m. Worship 
8:30 / 8:45 a.m. Sunday School / Adult bible study

Congratulations  to Garrett and Lindsey Geller who were blessed with a baby 
girl, Hailey Rae, on December 17th. She will be baptized in a private ceremony in 
the near future.  

In Our Prayers   Joan Bonack and Tim Herman, recovering from recent surgeries 
this past week.

Lord’s Supper   We celebrate Holy Communion today. As a church concerned 
with upholding all the truths of Scripture and encouraging faithful Christian 
living, we practice “membership communion” with those who have confessed a 
unity of faith with us. If you are not a member and you would like to commune 
with us in the future, please speak to the pastor after the service.

New Hymnal Introduction   You’ll notice a few new elements in our worship 
service today, specifically the updated Confession of Sins and Absolution as well 
as the standard wording after each of the Scripture readings. We’ve already 
used some new psalms and hymns, but you’ll see more new elements 
introduced as we start this new year. 



Christmas Undecorating   The church Christmas decorations will be taken down 
following our late service today (Sunday). Your help would be much 
appreciated!

Annual Meeting   Our annual meeting is scheduled for next Monday evening, 
January 17th, beginning at 7:00 p.m. You are welcome to attend.

There will some endowment business on the agenda, proposing to change a few 
of the bylaws. If you would like that information, it’s printed on the cabinets 
next to the monthly calendars. 

We thank our organists this weekend: Judy Lemke (Thursday) and Barb Olsen 
(Sunday).   

January calendars, newsletters, and copies of the January Forward in Christ are 
all available on the cabinets in the entryway. 

Contribution Statements for 2021 are in your church mailboxes. If you haven’t 
picked up your 2022 envelope boxes, you will find them on the table in the 
fellowship hall. Please save the church some postage by picking your box / 
statement up today. If you have any questions, please contact our financial 
secretary, Gene Salzman who will be happy to help you. 

Blood Drive   KML will host a blood drive on Wednesday, January 26th, from 8:00 
a.m. – 1:30 p.m. The public is invited.

Do you tend toward worry and anxious thoughts?  The Bible is full of 
commands like do not worry or do not fear. For Christians struggling with 
anxiety, these phrases may appear to be more of a challenge than a comfort. 
Although books on anxiety can be found in any store, many of them tell readers 
to help themselves. How can sufferers find strength on their own? Author 
William Woodington takes a different approach to handling anxiety by 
reminding believers that all of their help comes from the Lord. His book - 



Whatever Is True - equips readers with numerous Bible passages to help them 
face anxiety with the truth of the gospel. Armed with a new perspective on 
suffering and assurance of God's love, those facing anxiety will discover an 
unending source of peace and strength throughout the book. To order your 
copy, go to https://online.nph.net/whatever-is-true.html 

NPH After Christmas Sale   From now until January 15th there’s a 40% discount 
on a wide selection of NPH titles, Christmas cards, beautiful Christmas 
ornaments, and more. Go to www.online.nph.net

KML Percussion Concert   This Saturday (January 15th) night at 6:30 p.m. you are 
invited to enjoy a percussion concert featuring the ensembles of Kettle Moraine 
Lutheran High School and Elementary Schools. The concert will be held in KML’s 
PAC auditorium and also livestreamed at www.kmlhs.org/stream.

OWLS   It’s been quite a while, but the Flyway OWLS (Chapter 77) will begin 
meeting again. Our January 2022 meeting is scheduled for this Tuesday, January 
11, beginning at 1 p.m. at St. Peter’s Lutheran in Fond du Lac. The meeting place 
is St. Peter’s Lutheran Church’s all-purpose room just off the narthex of the 
church. The program for this meeting will be a presentation by Mark and 
Caroline Ramthun on their trips to Israel (the Holy Land). They will show a 
PowerPoint with lots of pictures and commentary. 
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